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The Impact of Brexit on British Religious ‘“Hard Governance”

Pan Wen

Abstract: Brexit has exerted its influence on nearly all aspects of the UK, and its impact on British
religious “hard governance” is particularly worthy of attention. This research aims to explore how and to what
extent EU laws and regulations on religious matters have influenced the formulation and development of
religious laws in the UK. As regards primary law, the EU’s religious “hard governance” has been exercising
very limited unsubstantial influence on British religious “hard governance”, but EU’s secondary law, EU
Directive related to religious matters in particular, has been making a significant impact on British religious
“hard governance”. Therefore, Brexit will have a significant impact on British religious “hard governance”,
mainly reflected in the fact that the UK is going to lose the specific guidance and promotion from EU secondary
law, and lose the development direction, framework and motivation provided by original EU supranational law,
including EU Treaties, Regulation, Directive and Decision.

Key words: European Union, Brexit, religious “hard governance”, EU laws
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