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On the Historical Calibration of Regional Disparities in EU

DENG Xiang, LU Zheng

(Sichuan University, Chengdu 610064, China)

Abstract: The issue of regional disparities has been a priority for European Union after the Treaty of Rome. The paper

takes the approaches of Jini coefficient and Theil index to make a comprehensive analysis of the historical regional

disparities in EU. The major conclusions include: the inequality among the 15 member states declines over the first

period and then rises slowly, with the early 1980s being the turning point; among the 25 member states, regional
disparity has a clear tendency to rise from 1993 to 2000, and then to fall substantially from 2000 to 2006.
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