Sino-European Workshop, “The EU after the Lisbon Treaty: Opportunity and
Challenges”, Successfully Held at Sichuan University

From May 7 to May 8 the European Studies Centre of Sichuan University and ESC of Renmin
University of China jointly hosted the Sino-European Workshop: “The EU after the Lisbon Treaty:
Opportunities and Challenges.” About 50 domestic scholars and 20 scholars from European
academic institutions, such as Warsaw School of Economics, Essex University, San Pablo
University, Belgian Royal Institute of International Relations, and Free University Amsterdam,
participated in the two-day workshop.

The Opening Ceremony was chaired by Professor Feng DUAN, Deputy Director of ESC of
SCU. Three distinguished participants addressed the audience. They were Professor Jian SHI, Vice
President of Sichuan University and Jean Monnet Professor, Professor Huilin YANG, Vice President
of Renmin University of China, Professor Jose Maria Beneyto, Director of ESC of San Pablo
University in Spain and Jean Monnet Professor. The Keynote-Speech Session in the morning was
chaired by Professor Jian SHI. Four Jean Monnet Professors: Dr. Emil Kirchner from Essex
University, Dr. Kawecka-Wyrzykowska from Warsaw School of Economics, Dr. Sven Biscop from
Belgian Royal Institute of International Relations and Dr. Xinning SONG from Renmin University
of China addressed the conference. Their topics ranged from EU economy to politics to diplomacy.

From the afternoon of May 7 to the morning of May 8, six panel meetings were held based on
six topics: 1. EU-China Relations; 2. European social and economic governance; 3. EU strategy
2020: Does the Lisbon Treaty help make the EU more competitive? 4. The UK general election and
UK-EU; 5. The EU Multi-cultural diversity and integration; 6. The political and economic
diplomacy of the EU.

This academic workshop was privileged by the presence of several Jean Monnet Professors,
which is not common in domestic workshops. Their presence not only brought the audience the
newest research perspectives in European Studies, but enhanced the mutual understanding and
view-exchanges among Chinese and European scholars.
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